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Caleb Dardick   

Hi, I'm Caleb Dardick, and you're listening to ADA Live. 

 

Barry Whaley   

Hi, everybody. On behalf of the Southeast ADA Center, the Burton Blatt Institute at Syracuse 

University, and the ADA National Network want to welcome you to ADA Live. I'm Barry 

Whaley. I'm the project director at the Southeast ADA Center. Listening audience, if you have 

questions about the Americans with Disabilities Act, you can use our online form anytime at 

adalive.org, or you can call the Southeast ADA Center at 404-541-9001. Those calls are free 

and confidential.  

 

I'm pleased today to be joined by Caleb Dardick. He was raised by parents with disabilities 

who later became disability rights advocates in the years before passage of the Americans 

with Disabilities Act. At age five, he crossed continents with his family from the Netherlands to 

India along the hippie trail as part of a generation sweeping search for freedom. In his book 

*The Adventures of Superfreak: My Childhood on the Hippie Trail* Dardick tells a story of his 

family dropping out, capturing the wild promise of the era and the intimate realities of family life 

on the road.  

 

So, Caleb, I am so pleased to have you. Welcome to the show. 

 

Caleb Dardick   

Thanks, Barry. It's wonderful to be here today. I appreciate the opportunity, 

 

Barry Whaley   

Caleb. I wanted to have you as a guest on the podcast because your story is just fascinating to 

me. Can you tell us a little more about your memoir, *The Adventures of Super Freak: My 

Childhood on the Hippie Trail* 

 

Caleb Dardick   

https://adalive.org/episodes/episode-157/
https://adalive.org/episodes/episode-157/
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This was a big family adventure of ours that happened when I was very young. I always 

assumed my parents would write the book because everyone who ever heard it asked them to, 

and they did try it, but other things in life got in the way. And then, as I was probably in my 40s, 

I started writing just for fun. I had these memories coming to me, and I would just start writing 

them down. That they just started piling up until I had a few dozen of them and started sharing 

them and started getting encouraged to write the book myself from the kid's perspective.  

 

There are elements of the story that really resonated with me at first. Just the adventure of it, 

just recapturing the wonder that I felt as a child. I was the oldest of three. I had a three-year-old 

and an 18-month-old siblings. Just the idea of being on the road as a family is something 

people can't imagine, and so that was fun to talk about.  

 

The other part is just history has changed. We traveled from Amsterdam overland to India in a 

VW bus. We called Brunhilde, but we traveled through countries like Iran, Afghanistan, 

Pakistan that are effectively closed to most travelers today due to wars and instability, and 

then as I really got deeper into the book and started thinking about what I really wanted to talk 

about, I came to see that my parents' disabilities were really at the heart of the story.  

 

Of course, everyone could see my father's disability. He used a wheelchair due to childhood 

polio and crutches and braces to navigate steps and things that he couldn't do in a wheelchair, 

but there was another piece to it, which was that my mother was living with undiagnosed 

bipolar disorder, and this is something we didn't know until maybe two decades after this story 

takes place. But having that information in hindsight, all of a sudden, many things made more 

sense, or I had greater understanding for them. Having grown up in the disability rights 

movement, and just fielding the type of societal assumptions about unconventional families like 

ours, I realized that these were themes that I wanted to address. 

 

Barry Whaley   

So I'm just trying to set the stage. We've got a VW bus, 

 

Caleb Dardick   

yep, 

 

Barry Whaley   

named Broomhilda. Five people piled into this bus on Overland journey to India. I mean, what's 

that like, Caleb? 

 

Caleb Dardick   

Well, you know, I saw a VW bus recently and was just struck by how small they are. As a kid, it 

was our universe. It was our traveling nursery. Brünhilda was almost like a family member to 

us. But you're right. It was packed. At first, my father's wheelchair was pulled inside the 

vehicle, so it was up. Against the back seat, and later he built a rack for it. It was crowded, no 

question about it. But it was also an adventure. My parents built it as an adventure, and they 
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did everything they could to sell it to us kids that way. It was definitely a 20,000 mile camping 

trip, and we got very good at it.  

 

At first, we got off to a bad start because you have to realize our background is that we're 

coming from suburban St. Louis. My father was a professor at Washington University. He had 

his own private practice as a city planner and consultant, and my mom was a upper middle 

class housewife of that era who wanted a lot of kids, and then to experience the late '60s and 

all of that upheaval, both social and political.  

 

And my parents decided to drop out. So all of a sudden, this is not a vacation, Barry. This is 

our life. Our house is sold, cars are sold. My parents were art collectors. It's gone, and we are 

basically on this trip to India, where my father nominally has this job at the University of 

Ahmedabad, waiting for him. 

 

Barry Whaley   

Ah, so that was the impetus of the trip. 

 

Speaker 1   

That was considered legitimacy because first the parents, the grandparents, couldn't deal with 

that we were just leaving, and so my father spoke with the dean at Washington University, who 

said what you need is legitimacy, and he arranged this job for him. And then it was something 

you could explain to your friends. Oh, the kids are off on this adventure, but they're going for 

Sam's my father's work. 

 

Barry Whaley   

You refer to this as the hippie trail. I can imagine that you met all sorts of human beings on this 

trip. Any come to mind right now that you found fascinating? 

 

Caleb Dardick   

Throughout the entire book, I talk about this idea of fast friends-the people that you meet as 

you travel. How these people come into your lives, sometimes for a day, sometimes for longer-

and they do have this tremendous impact on you. So, for example, we were maybe only a 

month into travel and really struggling, just navigating big cities. It's December 1970 in Europe, 

so we get to the coast of Spain and start camping, and we're immediately befriended by a 

Romani family, and we end up traveling with them through southern Spain for maybe a week 

or two, but they teach us how to travel. They've been living out of their car and trailer that they 

pull, and they have five kids. They do their own laundry. They're cooking their food, and they 

show us that you can really be in the here and now. That you can really be present and love 

this itinerant lifestyle, and make friends with fishermen and get fresh fish. That it can be fun. 

That's one of the first memories of people that befriended us.  

 

We met hippies that called themselves freaks, who were saying, "What are you doing 

spending winter in Europe? It's too cold. Meet us in the Canary Islands, which we did. We took 

a ferry there, and we became part of this sort of hippie commune. People called the 
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Leathermen, who basically spent the winter sunning on the beach and making leather goods 

that they would then later sell in Europe. And so we were very much embraced by this culture. 

My father always described them as long hairs, everyone under 30 with a keen appreciation for 

dope. My parents were older. My father was in his early 30s, which made him really old. And 

when they knew that he taught, they called him professor. For me, as a kid, I loved it. I loved 

the playfulness of the sort of hippie freak culture as a kid.  

 

Throughout, we were befriended. We were warned when we first got into Morocco that you 

had to keep a close eye on your kids. That there's risk of white slavery, and we were sort of 

filled with fear. And what we experienced was only hospitality. We were welcomed into homes. 

We were cared for. We were looked after. That theme of not being fearful and being open was 

something that I carried through the book. 

 

Barry Whaley   

So you chose to write the book through your eyes as a child. Why is it important to tell that 

story rather than reminiscence as an adult? 

 

Caleb Dardick   

The perspective matters to me. Obviously, there are two voices in the book. There's the child's 

voice, but there is my reflective voice as an adult there too. There are a number of hippie trail 

memoirs, and they're all written by the adults who experience them, and sort of a familiar 

themes of pursuing freedom, reinvention, drugs, spiritual awakening, and that's certainly 

consistent with my parents. In my book, I describe their motivation as the search for hashish or 

nirvana, whatever came first. For me, I haven't encountered another hippie trail memoir told 

from a kid's point of view, so I wanted to talk about what that adult search was like from the 

back seat of. Van, and I think the timing could be good. Next year is the 60th anniversary of 

the Summer of Love. I think there'll be a fair amount of nostalgia for the 60s. I wanted to 

present the counterculture not as nostalgia, but as this sort of lived family reality that we 

experienced. I wanted the readers to feel my wonder as a kid, but also the instability and 

longing for what I had before at times. Some of the contradictions that we experienced along 

the way.  

 

My title is called "The Adventures of Super Freak, and that refers to me dressing up. I had a 

Superman costume that became very accessorized. I had a big leather floppy hat. I had 

oversized sunglasses. I had a stash bag on my pouch and leather sandals. And I was basically 

like a hippie mascot kid. And I emulated those freaks, right? I wanted to be one of them. And 

so, this idea of the adventures of super freak is sort of this kid's way of trying to feel part of it 

and part of the action. It was a wild trip.  

 

I have some people's reaction is I can't believe your parents exposed you to that level of risk 

as a child. I didn't feel that way. I didn't feel negative about it. But it was definitely many crazy, 

risky, wild things happened. My mom used to joke, "You can thank your bipolar for your 

exciting childhood, and there's some truth to that. Living with someone with bipolar, things 

happen that maybe wouldn't necessarily happen otherwise, but it's not all on her. My sister 
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was very astute recently. She said, "Mom may have been crazy, but Dad always said yes. 

They were very much a partnership in that adventure. 

 

Barry Whaley   

This is 1970, so we're 20 years before the ADA. Today, we have not only the ADA in the U.S. 

but the CRPD, the Convention on the Rights of People with Disabilities in Europe. I'm 

wondering, from a child's perspective on this trip, what did it show you about disability? 

Something that maybe in an adult that you would see differently today. 

 

Caleb Dardick   

So the period that's covered in the book is when I was five to eight years old. So it's very much 

a young child's perspective, and I do think it's important for the reader to understand what it's 

like for a kid that age. It's ordinary. It's no big deal, right? And so I try to write in a way that will 

convey that. So, for example, I don't say, "Oh, my father was paralyzed from the waist down 

due to childhood polio. What I have instead in the very first pages of the book, is I'm up early, 

and my parents are still asleep, and I see my father's, I call them soft pink feet and bony pulley 

atrophied legs poking out from under the covers while he slept, and then bored and not 

wanting to wake them up, I sit in Dad's E and J wheelchair, which is parked outside the VW 

door, so it conveys that there's a disability. My hope is that it just makes it normalized.  

 

One of the things I certainly experienced throughout my childhood, and I intuited early on, 

continued to experience it pretty directly, was that many non-disabled people they just can't 

imagine disabled people having kids. So I wanted to convey to the readers that not only did my 

parents have children, but that they were sexual, and that was an inescapable fact of life living 

in a VW van.  

 

The other part is I also had to reckon with my own feelings about Dad's disability. The 

experience as a kid is there's nothing he can't do, and no physical barrier he couldn't 

overcome. There's just a million examples of him doing challenging things like that. But as I 

dug deeper, how did I feel about it? I realized that even at six, I was aware that there were 

places I could go, like a remote beach, that was completely inaccessible to him, and I 

developed this wish that I could figure out a way for him to accompany me. I didn't like that 

there were things we couldn't do together. What was interesting is that over time, I also came 

to realize that he was very fine with the way he was, and he had plenty of adventures on his 

own terms.  

 

The other part is interesting: is that my father kept travel journals that he gave to me once he 

knew I was writing this, which was a real gift. They were hard to read because I didn't really 

tackle them until after he died in 2011. He did struggle with his disability in ways that I was 

unaware of. There were times it felt degrading to accept a piggyback ride or to find himself 

stuck in some inaccessible stone cabin somewhere. That was hard for me to read, but I think it 

was important that I come to understand that and also to share that with the reader. 

 

Barry Whaley   
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Thanks, Caleb, for this great information. ADA Live listening audience, if you have questions 

about this topic or any other ADA Live topic, you can submit your questions online at 

adalive.org, or you can call the Southeast ADA Center at 404-541-9001. And now we're going 

to pause for a word from this episode sponsor. 

 

Voice Over   

In 1975, five-year-old Caleb Dardick set off with his family on the hippie trail from Amsterdam 

to India in search of Nirvana or hash, whatever came first. Traveling 20,000 miles in a VW bus, 

Caleb, his disabled parents, and two younger siblings crossed Europe, North Africa, the Middle 

East, and Asia. Along the way came psychedelics, free love, drug smuggling, jailbreaks, 

sages, charlatans, and a family life that can change without warning. To survive the chaos, 

Caleb put on a Superman costume and became Superfreak. The Adventures of Super Freak, 

My Childhood on the Hippie Trail is a funny, raw, and unforgettable memoir of childhood, 

family, abandonment, and resilience during an extraordinary era of cultural change. Look for 

the adventures of Superfreak at your local independent bookseller. 

 

Barry Whaley   

Welcome back. This is ADA Live. I'm your host Barry Whaley, Project Director at the Southeast 

ADA Center. Our guest for today's program is Carl Bardick. He's written a personal memoir, 

*The Adventure as a Super Freak: My Childhood on the Hippie Trail* the story of his family 

adventure on the road traveling from the Netherlands to India in the 1970s. So far, we've 

talked about your father and his childhood polio and what life was like before the ADA for him 

with physical disability, but as you mentioned, your mother had bipolar disorder that was 

undiagnosed, and later became involved in the disability rights and independent living 

movement. How does your book talk about not only physical disability but talk a little about the 

mental health needs of your mother and your family. 

 

Caleb Dardick   

Thanks for asking about her. You know, it's interesting in terms of sort of conventional attitudes 

about disability. Some people find it ironic that my disabled father was the rock of our family 

instead of my you know quote unquote able bodied mom. But writing this book really required 

me to consider physical disability and bipolar disorder as distinct experiences that affected us 

in different ways. As I mentioned, her diagnosis came decades later, so hindsight plays a big 

role in writing about her disability.  

 

What I experienced as a kid on the road, and especially in the confined space of a VW van, 

was the mood swings. So when she was up and high, it was thrilling and exciting to be around. 

I was her biggest fan. She was fearless. She would talk to anybody. There was really nothing 

that she couldn't do, and she just brought this energy and brightness in when she was up. But 

then she could swing into these deep depressions where she would be bedridden in the van 

and not want to be disturbed for sometimes days at a time. So when she withdrew like that, it 

could be really awful. So I struggled with those swings as a kid and sort of had to figure out a 

way to be with it.  
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I will confess, I love the highs. I think what's interesting is that my father obviously didn't know 

that she had a mental illness. And in talking to my mom about this time, she said, "Look, it 

mental illness was heavily stigmatized. It quote unquote didn't happen to people from good 

families. If that would have been something that, in the family she grew up with, wouldn't have 

been talked about. Interestingly, though, from the counterculture perspective, it was 

considered straight and judgmental to label someone crazy, because at the time, everything 

about being a so-called hippie dropout was labeled crazy by the mainstream culture, and so all 

of that got in the way of an earlier diagnosis. 

 

Barry Whaley   

Yeah, I can see that. So, thinking of the settings, the late 1960s and 1970, obviously a lot of 

the counterculture is built around civil rights and equality of opportunity. Certainly, our 

perspective on disability has changed, but really, in the late '60s, early 1970s, disability wasn't 

seen as a civil rights issue or a disability rights issue. 

 

Caleb Dardick   

It's interesting to me in hindsight because they became so active in the disability rights 

movement once they had their sort of epiphany moment in the very early 80 s. In hindsight, I 

look back and go, both of my parents were extremely active in civil rights. My father worked for 

the government in the war on poverty and marched on Washington against the war. My mother 

was an ardent feminist. She was a women's rights activist. She led assertiveness training 

workshops, and so they clearly had that understanding. And yet, not this idea that there was a 

commonality there with the civil rights and the women's rights movement until later. But you 

know, it's interesting. Once they became activists in the '80s, it was like a light turned on. I just 

wondered why they hadn't seen that connection earlier. 

 

Barry Whaley   

So, also thinking at that time, you have the first kernels of the disability rights movement. 

You've got the Architectural Barriers Act in 1968, and then of course 1973, the Rehabilitation 

Act. What were your parents' impression of those two laws in particular? 

 

Caleb Dardick   

Well, it's interesting. By those moments, I don't recall that they would have because we sort of 

had to have our own family, that sort of personal is political. There was a tipping point moment 

for my parents. They were out at a restaurant celebrating their wedding anniversary, and my 

father excused himself to use the restroom, and found that he couldn't wheel through the door. 

And he did what he had done many times before. He dropped out of his wheelchair, and he 

crawled, scooted across the bathroom floor, and used the bathroom. But for some reason, that 

time, even though my mother had seen this happen before, she was like, "No, my husband, 

the father of my kids. It just something broke for her in that moment, and basically, she started 

researching state law, and she and my father joined the Community Access Network, which 

was a volunteer organization in California. I don't know if it was elsewhere also, and she said 

they we basically became access cops. They started writing people up, and they testified at 

the local city council meeting. They actually had to bust the city council because they were 
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meeting in an inaccessible space, and then they just became more and more politicized. They 

were testifying at the state capital in Sacramento. They were going down to San Francisco to 

march for transportation access.  

 

My mother was a freelance writer, so she arranged to interview Ed Roberts, which had a huge 

impact on our family because they developed a friendship through those interviews, and they 

met other leaders in the independent living movement too. This was about 1980. I would say 

1980-81.  

 

My father had been a wheelchair basketball player as a kid. He was an all-American 

wheelchair basketball star as a young man and played basketball and tennis until he got 

married. He then rekindled his interest in sports. He, with a few other disabled friends, started 

the Wheelchair Sports Association, basically recruiting anyone they saw in our rural county 

using a wheelchair to come play basketball and tennis, and started creating a community 

around sports, which created a community for us, which I think also was really game changing 

on a personal and familial level, which was that instead of being the only family with a disabled 

parent. All of a sudden, we were surrounded by all sorts of people with disabilities who had 

spouses and kids and girlfriends, and it was fun. I think it was really healthy for my mom to feel 

part of of a community. And in fact, my mom and dad started writing, or my mom wrote the 

articles about disabled parenting, disabled marriage, sexuality, etc.  

 

But there were other things that happened that changed for me that took some getting used to. 

Ed Roberts was very critical of my father, who is a paraplegic versus being a quadriplegic. 

That if he encountered a curb with no curb cut, he would just jump the curb and ride in the 

street. And what Ed Roberts explained to Dad is that every time you do that, you're sending a 

message that curb cuts aren't needed. That really made an impact on my father, and he took a 

hardline political stand and didn't do that anymore. We didn't eat at inaccessible restaurants. 

We were boycotting them, and so I was confused at first because I was used to having this 

dad who wasn't deterred by barriers, who jumped curbs, who went into traffic, who did all these 

things, and now he was on principle not doing those things, and it was also changing things 

that I was used to us doing and places that I was used to us going.  

 

But in this same period, my mom and dad co-founded Breed, which is an acronym for the first 

independent living center in Northern California where we were lived, and I really came on 

board as ally. I. Understood what they were doing and was very inspired by it. 

 

Caleb Dardick   

And in fact, when the governor threatened to cut funding to the ILCs in 1990, I went with my 

father and friends to do a sit-in protest outside the governor's office. And at one point, as the 

law enforcement was clearing everybody out of the halls. I remember being held up in the air 

on by both elbows and my feet dangling off the floor and being shouted at. Where's your 

wheelchair? Where's your wheelchair? And I told them that I could walk. 

 

Barry Whaley   
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So thinking ahead to later in the 70s, given your family's history with Ed Roberts and the 

independent living movement, did they participate in the 504 sit-in? 

 

Caleb Dardick   

No, they didn't. That predates their politicization, is if that's the right word for it. Yeah, 

 

Barry Whaley   

but certainly the 504 sit-in, the occupation, the federal building must have been inspiring for 

them as part of their disability rights journey. 

 

Caleb Dardick   

Absolutely, I mean we all know the story, and I love that the story is still being told. Crip Camp, 

and I'm looking forward to the Judy Human movie that's coming out this year, and it is a pivotal 

moment in our history. 

 

Barry Whaley   

What was it like meeting Ed Roberts? 

 

Speaker 1   

I liked him. He was a character. He came with attendance, and he was in a special wheelchair 

that was very large. He was very personable and very social. We really enjoyed him, and my 

mother loved writing about him. I have a good friend who was the photographer who took 

some amazing photos from their interview sessions. It was a big loss when he died because 

he'd been a family friend. I went to his memorial, which was at UC Berkeley in a giant 

auditorium, and it was just packed with every type of people with disabilities that you could 

imagine. It was just a sad, but also empowering memorial. 

 

Barry Whaley   

So, as you mentioned, you worked at the Ed Roberts Campus. You were the project manager 

for the development of the campus. How did that work connect back to your family history and 

the disability rights values you grew up around. 

 

Caleb Dardick   

Well, I was working for the mayor of Berkeley at that time, and that was 1995. And she asked 

me to convene a group of disability leaders to honor his legacy and come up with a fitting 

memorial. There were some initial ideas of petitioning for a postage stamp or a street renaming 

or even a statue. One of the women, Joan Leon, who's one of the closer people to Ed at World 

Institute of Disability, where he was before he died, said he would want to see the work 

continue, and that led to the development of the Ed Roberts Campus in Berkeley, which is this 

universally designed one-stop center for disability services located at a major public transit 

stop. There was a lot of public process and input about what the building should be, what it 

should include, and I was really touched when the architect for the project, Bill Letty, he asked 

me what accessibility meant to me personally and what my hopes were, and I was happy to tell 

him I didn't want to ever approach a public building with my father and be forced to make a 
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choice how to enter the building. Most public buildings have a flight of steps, and there's this 

moment when you're with your dad, where so many times this happened, where the access 

was through usually a ramp, a switchback ramp, on the side or back back of the building, and I 

could choose to go with him, which sometimes felt like kind of performative, like I'll just be a 

good son and walk up this endless ramp with my dad, or just go to the top of the steps and 

wait for him. But it was always a conscious, uncomfortable moment for me. And what I told Bill 

Letty was my vision was that every able-bodied kid and the disabled parent could simply roll 

proudly through the front door together, and not even have to think about 

 

Barry Whaley   

it. Absolutely, that's great. As we begin to wrap up here, you know, we continue to live with the 

ADA's legacy of unfinished work. ADA is the floor; it's not the ceiling. Thinking back to 1970, all 

the way to 2026, what lots. of your parents' generation of disability rights still feel urgent to you 

today? 

 

Caleb Dardick   

So many things I could say about that, but I really think that just the noes that people with 

disabilities get. I don't know what each hiring person is thinking. But I, I think that many non-

disabled people just make assumptions about what a disabled person is capable of without 

asking.  

 

This is as true today, I think, as what my father often told me that he experienced in 1959. He 

was a graduate student at UC Berkeley School of Architecture, and he competed and won a 

contest, guaranteeing him a summer internship with the City of Berkeley Planning Department. 

Now their offices were on the fifth floor of a building with no elevator. My father, you know, was 

mainstreamed and taught how to use braces and crutches, and he climbed those stairs and he 

showed up to that appointment on time. And the reaction of the officials when they saw him 

was, "Oh no, we can't hire a student who can't walk. It would be too hard for you.  

 

And that patronizing attitude pissed my father off, but it didn't stop him in his career. He did 

continue to go on to be a city planner and an urban design professor. But how many times can 

something like that happen to a person before it has a negative impact? So I think there's a 

moral to the story here. I think it's really incumbent on those of us who are non-disabled to not 

assume, but to ask respectful questions and see what accommodations can be made, which is 

required by law, but not even beyond the law. Embrace the spirit of humanity that I think is 

what's required here. And there's a million other aspects, but I'm struck by how important it is 

to be employed. What dignity people get from work, and we need to be working to remove any 

disincentive, economic or attitudinal, or logistical. That's a disability right. We need to not give 

in on that count. And there's much more we could talk about, but I'll stop there. 

 

Barry Whaley   

That is well said. Thank you, Caleb. What's the overarching message you want readers to take 

away from reading the book. 
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Caleb Dardick   

I just want to thank you so much, Barry, for reading the book and having this interview. I think, 

in terms of especially around disability in my book, I want people to carry away a greater 

tolerance, and not just tolerance, interest and openness to complexity, and to see my parents 

not just as disabled people, but as adventurers, as parents, as advocates, as flawed human 

beings too. Disability is a big part of our lives, but it's not the whole explanation for who we are 

and who we were. And in keeping with the question before as well, just that readers recognize 

that access and belonging, their collective responsibilities, and that children, we see what the 

adults are doing. We understand and we see what's happening. Now let's take more shared 

responsibility, right, to create the communities that we want in which everybody can belong 

and participate fully. 

 

Barry Whaley   

Very good, Caleb. Thank you so much for being with us and telling us about your book. Again, 

that the book's title is "The Adventures of Super Freak: My Childhood on the Hippie Trail, and 

also about sharing your personal story and your reminiscences about your parents.  

 

I really appreciate that, listeners. Thank you for joining us for this episode. You can access all 

ADA Live episodes with archived audio, accessible transcripts, and resources on our website 

adalive.org. You can listen to the SoundCloud ADA channel at soundcloud.com forward slash 

ADA Live. You can download ADA Live to your mobile device. Go to your podcast app and 

search for ADA Live. If you have questions about the Americans with Disabilities Act, you can 

use our online form anytime at adalive.org, or contact your regional ADA center at 1-800-949-

4232. Those calls are free and they're confidential.  

 

As we celebrate 36 years of progress, empowerment, and equal rights, the Americans with 

Disabilities Act, we'll remind you, was signed into law July 26, 1990, and it opened the doors, 

removed barriers, and changed lives, from accessible buildings to accessing workplaces has 

helped millions thrive, and there's still so much more to do. So let's keep building a world 

where every ability is a strength. Celebrate, learn, and share the ADA anniversary with the 

ADA anniversary toolkit, monthly themes, and A to Z topics, and countdown to the anniversary 

at the website ada anniversary.org.  

 

Ada Live is a program of the Southeast ADA Center, the Burton Blatt Institute at Syracuse 

University, and a collaboration with the Disability Employment Policy Rehabilitation Research 

and Training Center. Our producer. With Celestia Ohrazda, with Marsha Schwanke, Stacy 

Kernison, Mary Morder, Chase Coleman, and me. I'm Barry Whaley. We'll see you next 

episode. 

[End of Transcript] 

Disclaimer: The contents of this publication are developed under a grant from the 

National Institute on Disability, Independent Living, and Rehabilitation Research 

(NIDILRR grant #90DP0090-01-00). NIDILRR is a Center within the Administration for 

Community Living (ACL), Department of Health and Human Services (HHS). The 
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contents of this publication do not necessarily represent the policy of NIDILRR, ACL, 

HHS, and you should not assume endorsement by the Federal Government.  

The information, materials, and/or technical assistance provided by the Southeast ADA 

Center are intended solely as informal guidance and are neither a determination of 

your legal rights or responsibilities under the Act, nor binding on any agency with 

enforcement responsibility under the ADA. The Southeast ADA Center does not 

warrant the accuracy of any information contained herein. 

Any links to non-Southeast ADA Center information are provided as a courtesy, and 

are neither intended to, nor do they constitute, an endorsement of the linked materials. 

The Southeast ADA Center provides these links as a courtesy and does not endorse, 

take responsibility, or exercise control of the organization nor vouch for the accuracy or 

accessibility of the contents of the link destination. The information is intended solely 

as informal guidance and is neither a determination of legal rights or responsibilities 

under the ADA, nor binding on any agency with enforcement responsibility under the 

ADA.  

Contact for More Information or Assistance: 

Southeast ADA Center 

Email: ADAsoutheast@syr.edu 

Phone: 404-541-9001 


